CHAPTER VI
INDIAN ETHICS
It may occur to some reader that it might be worth
while to conclude the subject of Hindu ethics with a com-
parison between the ethics of India and that of America.
But, besides being invidious, it would really serve no
useful purpose to prove that India's ethical systems of
more than two thousand years ago were not erected on
modern ideas of social service and philanthropic institu-
tions. Then, too, in contrast to life to-day, the conditions
under which the ethics of India was formulated must be
considered. When a Hindu law book declares that there
can be no proper Veda-study in a city and another warns
the priest to 'avoid going often into cities', this means that
the rules of life laid down in the early Brahmanic code
wrere composed for villagers, where lay the real life of
most of the people for whom the priests made their rules.
It is clear also that Buddhistic rules are intended primarily
for the monastic life or for the life of a hermit rather than
for the world at large. For, though provision is made for
the laity, by providing them with general rules of good
behaviour and teaching them elementary truths, the heart
of Buddha's doctrine is for the recluse. Social activities
can play but little part in such a scheme.
Again, wre in America, reaping the fruit of century-
long effort, have swept into the rubbish heap many of the
restrictions under which the ethics of India has progressed
upon its sorely beset but upward way. Polytheism and
idolatry, as practised in many of the sects, tend to place
beside ethics other objects of serious consideration as of